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SUBJECT: PRIMIN ECEVIT SPEAKS BEFORE PARLIAMENT ON OPIUM 
POPPY CULTIVATION 

REF: A) ANKARA 5237 (NOTAL) B) ANKARA 5213 

1. PRIMIN ECEVIT, IN EXPLAINING BEFORE PARLIAMENT ON JULY 2 GOVERN- 
MENT DECREE TO RESUME OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION (REF A), STRESSED 
WILLINGNESS OF GOT TO CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS TO ESTABLISH EFFECTIVE CONTROL MEASURES. HE SAID 
THAT, IF PRESENT MEASURES INADEQUATE TO INSURE EFFECTIVE CONTROL. 
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ILLICIT DIVERSION OF OPIUM. ECEVIT REFERRED TO POLICIES OF PREVIOUS 
TURKISH GOVERNMENTS TO REDUCE NUMBER OF PROVINCES WHERE POPPY 
CULTIVATION ALLOWED, AND OBSERVED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS 
PERMITTING CULTIVATION IN ONLY SEVEN PROVINCES ON A LIMITED SCALE. 

2. TURK PRIMIN CONTINUED THAT OPIUM BAN IN TURKEY WAS IMPOSED 
IN 1971 TO PROTECT HEALTH OF HUMANITY, BUT THAT HEALTH OF 
WORLD POPULATION IS NEGLECTED BECAUSE OF A SHORTAGE OF OPIUM. 

THIS SHORTAGE, HE STATED, NEEDED TO BE MET. 

3. ECEVIT DECLARED THAT ALL POLITICAL PARTIES WERE IN AGREEMENT 
THAT TOTAL BAN ON OPIUM POPPY CULTIVATION SHOULD BE RESCINDED. 

4. HE WENT OVER OLD GROUND IN REMARKING THAT 1971 DECISION WAS A 
HASTY ONE THAT HAD NOT ALLEVIATED AFFECTED FARMER'S SUFFERING, 

AND THAT OPIUM POPPY FARMING WAS FOR TURKISH FARMER A WAY OF 
LIFE AS WELL AS AN ECONOMIC ISSUE. 

5. COMMENT: SPEECH WAS RELATIVELY BRIEF (ABOUT 20 MINUTES), VERY 
BLAND IN TONE, AND CONTAINED FEW DETAILS AS TO PLANS FOR PRODUCTION 
AND CONTROL. US WAS NOT MENTIONED. 

MACOMBER 
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